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The power of reading: Richmond families celebrate National Reading Month
U.S. Dept. of Ed., National Center for Families Learning: early reading improves child’s academic success
RICHMOND, Va. (March 16, 2017) – Books can transport children to new places, sparking their
imagination and increasing their understanding of the world. The power of reading was celebrated
Thursday at Martin Luther King, Jr. Preschool Learning Center in Richmond at a Virginia Preschool
Initiative family event that included Frances Frost, family ambassador for the U.S. Department of
Education, and the National Center for Families Learning (NCFL).
“Parents are an integral part of their children’s learning and education,” Frost said. “In fact, parent
engagement is an important factor of student success. Starting a child on a path toward academic
achievement begins well before the child enters school.”
Each month, parents of children enrolled at MLK Jr. Preschool come together to learn how they can
support their children in achieving the skills they need to be kindergarten-ready, and to succeed
throughout their academic careers. Today’s class celebrated National Reading Month and the
importance of parents and children reading together every day.
“Time spent reading together daily strengthens bonds between a parent and child while also allowing
young children to build more vocabulary and language skills,” said Josh Cramer, NCFL vice president.
“When we build up the child and the parent simultaneously, the entire family is able to better reach its
potential.”
Class leaders modeled reading aloud before the parents and children partnered up for Parent and Child
Together (PACT) Time®. NCFL also donated books for the children to take home to read.
Frost led parents in a discussion about parent and family engagement in education. She is a parent,
teacher, coach, author and blogger, and an advocate for equitable and quality education. As the first
family ambassador for the U.S. Department of Education, a post she took in September 2016, Frost is
tasked with increasing parent and family engagement in education policy.
The Virginia Literacy Foundation, working with Richmond Public Schools, has been a continuing partner
with NCFL and its Toyota Family Learning model – a two-generation approach to educational challenges

– since 1991. In this model, parents work toward their own literacy goals while also learning how to be
engaged and become an advocate for their children’s education.
ABOUT NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILIES LEARNING
The National Center for Families Learning (NCFL) is a non-profit organization dedicated to addressing our
nation’s literacy challenges by engaging all family members in learning, with a primary focus on parents
and children living in poverty. Pioneered by NCFL, the two-generation family literacy approach
harnesses the power of parent-child bonds to help those who are most at risk of failing economically,
emotionally, and socially reach their full potential. NCFL creates and deploys innovative two-generation
programs, strategies, and online learning solutions that support learning, literacy, and family
engagement in education. From the classroom to the community to the digital frontier, NCFL
collaborates with educators, advocates, and policy-makers to help families construct hotspots for
learning wherever they go.
For more information on NCFL’s 28-year track record, visit familieslearning.org.
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