
What We’re Learning
You can create a small, quiet place for your child to read books at home. By using just a few items 
you can find in your space, you can create and organize an area so your child can eventually go 
there to read with you or independently. This space can be small and made cozy with a few soft 
items or small toy. The books and reading material you have at home can be arranged in one spot 
and you can teach your child to put them away when they are done.

Parents, Did You Know . . .
Creating a small, quiet, soft space for reading encourages your children to cozy up with a 
good book. It is important to begin good reading habits early so children build a love of 
reading as they grow. Making a comfy place to read is one step you can take at home that 
will help your child.

Together Time
•  With your child, find a blanket, a stuffed 

animal or other items in the home to 
make the space comfortable. 

•  Think about objects in the book your 
child is reading. Add things you can find in the 
home that relate to the story—along with the 
book—to make reading interactive.

•  Organize books using boxes, bins, or baskets 
that you have at home.

Create a Book Bin
Goal: Create a bin to store books that your child reads.

• To create the bin, you can use almost any material: 
cardboard, plastic, wood, etc. 

o If using a cardboard box that was used for something 
else like tissues, empty it and clean it before using.

o If building your own box, be sure there are no 
sharp edges. 

• Find materials at home that you can use to decorate the box. 
o Use materials that have been sent home with your 

child—like glue, tape, markers, and colored pencils. 

o Buttons, stickers, and scraps of fabric can be used. 
Be creative!

Parent and Child Together (PACT) Time® at Home

A Comfy Place to Read

LIBRARY SPACES

https://www.familieslearning.org/


• Set up the materials in a space where you and your child can create the book bin. If you 
think it might get messy, put some newspapers down on the surface or complete the 
project outside. 

• Decorate the book bin together. Have fun!

• Label the book bin “Books” or use another title that you and your child write together.

• Ask your child to add a few favorite books. 

• Place it in or near your comfy place to read. 

• Get comfortable and read a book together.

• Put the book back in the bin and plan to read again soon!

Hints for Success
When creating the book box or bin together, ask open-ended 
questions like:

• What materials would you like to you use?

• What materials did you use?

• How did you . . . (make these lines, decide on these 
colors, or create that shape)?

• If your child doesn’t use their reading space right 
away, don’t worry. Try reading to them in the space, 
rearranging the space, or adding new items or books. 
Also give yourself and your child grace—it could 
take time and repetition for them to begin to use the 
space created. 

Reflections and Next Steps
As you and your child spend more time reading in the place you create, add new things to read.

• Newspapers and magazines

• Children’s fiction books

• Children’s non-fiction books

• Flyers

• Stories that you write with your child

• Older children’s books

FamiliesLearning.org

https://www.familieslearning.org/

