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STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES

EVENT PROGRAM

October 17-19, 2016
Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center
Detroit, Michigan

LEAD SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR

Two-generation literacy solutions that empower
families and strengthen our communities

Toyota is proud to celebrate our 25-year partnership with NCFL

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES

WELCOME!
We’re excited to bring together the nation’s most progressive educators, administrators,
visionaries, community leaders, researchers, and policy makers committed to family
literacy! Professional development and networking opportunities cover topics ranging
from two-generation programming to family engagement research, early literacy to adult
education, and digital learning to community coalitions. A few highlights include:
• More than 90 concurrent sessions covering a wide variety of two-generation, literacy,
and learning content
• Two high-powered panel sessions investigating the latest insights in navigating digital
learning for young children and funding effective two-generation programming
• A live national webcast session, presented by NCFL and Urban Libraries Council,
featuring a panel discussion and a new opportunity for libraries nationwide
• A very special banquet celebration and tribute to 25 years of NCFL-Toyota
two-generation programming
• Our first-ever PNC Makerspace Lounge, full of tinker-inspiring, design-thinking, handson ideas and materials
• Eight featured sessions exploring the vocabulary gap, coding apps for young children,
disparities in opportunity for adult learners, the latest policy developments, and more
• Session strands curated and led by our partners: FACE and American Indian/Alaska
Native populations, Commission On Adult Basic Education (COABE), GED Testing
Service®, Goodling Institute for Research in Family Literacy, Literacy Funders Network
and coalition leaders, and Wonderopolis® Lead Ambassadors
• The incredible stories and outstanding family testimonies of parents who have
experienced the power of families learning together firsthand
• Unique totes for each attendee handmade by the moms of San Pedro, California’s
fINdings Art Center, Inc., a pioneer of today’s Family Service Learning model
• Networking dinners around Detroit and four NCFL-facilitated dinner discussions on
the hottest topics in two-generation and digital, inquiry-based learning

Download the free Families Learning Summit app!

Complete Summit information and session schedules • Notifications
and special announcements • Downloads and speaker bios

http://bit.ly/fls2016appdownload
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When you make a tax
deductible donation to NCFL,
you ensure more families will
gain essential literacy and
learning skills that empower
them to succeed in school, in
work, and in the community.

familieslearning.org/donate
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Resources and
Training Opportunities
Building a more literate nation takes a nation of
empowered, well-informed educators. NCFL helps family
literacy and learning practitioners aid families in need by providing
free resources and the latest in professional development opportunities.

FREE RESOURCES
National Literacy Directory (NLD)

Ad

Pr

ELL Fam

R

Designed to help individuals find local literacy and education
programs and GED testing centers in their areas. Launched
with funding from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation,
NLD contains over 10,000 educational agencies located
across the United States. Go to nationalliteracydirectory.org.

Volunteer Toolkit

Pr Fam R K12 An online training
program that prepares prospective tutors to help children
improve their reading skills. The toolkit includes 11
instructional modules as well as general guidance for tutors
and teachers involved in their classrooms. Check out this
free resource at readingtoolkit.familieslearning.org

Healthy Family Habits Pr ELL Fam HL Online resources
and ideas for families seeking to extend healthy habits into
their homes. All resources are available in English and
Spanish, and everything is available free-of-charge. Go to
familieslearning.org/health.
Renegade Buggies

Fam Fin K12 A dynamic endless runner
game with a financial literacy curriculum at its core. Grab
items from your shopping list and collect coins and coupons
every chance you get. But beware of obstacles, because
they’re all around you! After crossing the finish line, you’re
challenged to choose the items with the best bang for the
buck. Go to renegadebuggies.familieslearning.org.

What Works: It Takes Just a Minute posters

What Works
Ad Adult Learners
K12 K–12
Pr Educators and Literacy
Professionals

EC Pr ELL Fam R These posters cover the basics of what
parents can do every day to support talking and reading
with their kids. Read With Your Child and Talk With Your
Child are both available with Spanish on one side and
English on the other. Download a free copy at
familieslearning.org/interactive_tools/what_works.

Fam Family Literacy

R

Reading

Fin Financial Literacy

HL Health Literacy

EC Early Childhood

ELL English Language
Learners (ELL)

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
To send an information request to NCFL’s training
department, email esedgwick@familieslearning.org
or call Emily Sedgwick at 502-584-1133 ext. 207.

Floor Plans
LEVEL 5

All General
Sessions

LEVEL 4

Summit
Registration

All Book
Signings
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LEVEL 3

**All Summit sessions and activities take place in the Detroit Marriott
(Levels 3 – 5) shown here. Additional dining options and attractions
are located below the Marriott in and around the Renaissance
Center. More information is available on the following pages.

Attention:

You may be recorded or photographed. All persons on the
premises of the Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center,
in connection with the 2016 Families Learning Summit
held October 17–19, 2016, consent by their participation
to the reproduction of their likenesses in connection with
the photography and videotaping of conference events.
Please direct any questions or concerns to the Registration
Desk or to Jessie Hardison 502-584-1133, ext. 114, or
jhardison@familieslearning.org.

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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Dining And Attractions
Are you looking to grab a bite to eat or for something to do outside the Families
Learning Summit? There are plenty of options in close proximity to the Detroit Marriott
at the Renaissance Center!
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RESTAURANT

LOCATION

Andiamo Detroit Riverfront

GM Wintergarden Level A

Andiamo Pizza Pie Co.

Food Court Level A

Andrew’s Downtown Detroit

Millender Center Level 1

Birmingham Deli

Millender Center Level 2

Bozii

Food Court Level A

Burger King

Food Court Level A

Calumet Market & Spirits

Tower 300 Level 1

Chop Fresh

Food Court Level A

City Market

Millender Center Level 1

Coach Insignia

Tower 200/300 Level 3

Coffee Beanery

Tower 300 Level 1

Coney Town

Food Court Level A

Fish City

Food Court Level A

Gourmet Deli

Towers 500/600 Level 1

Granite City Food & Brewery

Tower 100 Level 1

Gyroland

Food Court Level A

Joe Muer Seafood

Tower 400 Level 1

Mac ‘n Cheez!

Food Court Level A

McDonald’s

Food Court Level A

Panera Bread Tower

300 GM Wintergarden

Potbelly Sandwich Works

Tower 300 Level 1

Presto Gourmet Deli

GM Wintergarden Level A

Renaissance 500 Shoppe

Towers 500/600 Level 1

Rice Bowl Express

Tower 200 Level A

Rice Bowl Fresh Asian Kitchen

Millender Center Level 2

Salsarita’s Fresh Cantina

Food Court Level A

Starbucks

Marriott Hotel Level 1

Subway

Food Court Level A

Tim Hortons

Millender Center Level 2

Volt

Marriott Hotel Level 3

Zoup!

Food Court Level A

Top DETROIT ATTRACTIONS
• On Sunday, October 16, at 1:00 p.m., the Detroit
Lions will face the Los Angeles Rams at Ford Field
(detroitlions.com)
• From October 14-16, the city will host the Detroit Free Press/Talmer Bank Marathon,
half-marathon, relay, 5K, and kids run (freepmarathon.com)
• Book one of Detroit’s Feet on the Street bus or walking tours for the insider’s guide to
the Motor City (enjoythed.com)
•    Visit the Eastern Market, the largest historic public market
district in America, featuring a 4.5 acre celebration of the
freshest, most wholesome fruits, vegetables, specialty
foods, art and music (www.easternmarket.com)
•    Visit the botanical gardens and wetland forests of Belle
Isle Conservancy, a 2.5-mile-long, 982-acre island park in
the Detroit River between the United States and Canada
(www.belleisleconservancy.org)

Other great Detroit Destinations
• COBO Convention Center   

• Greektown Casino    

• Comerica Park – Tigers Baseball  

• Henry Ford Museum

• Detroit Institute of Arts (DIA)

• Joe Louis Arena

• Detroit Opera House

• MGM Casino   

• Detroit River Walk

• MotorCity Casino   

• Detroit Zoo

• Museum of African American History   

• Fillmore Theatre   
• Fox Theatre
• Gem Theatre  

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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Thanks to our Sponsors
The National Center for Families Learning gratefully acknowledges the following
partners and sponsors for supporting the 2016 Families Learning Summit.
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Also, Many thanks to the generous volunteers
who help make the Families Learning Summit possible!
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KEYNOTE Speakers
For over 30 years, Sonia Manzano inspired, educated, and delighted children and families as
“Maria” on Sesame Street. Named among the “25 Greatest Latino Role Models Ever” by Latina
Online, Manzano broke ground as one of the first Hispanic characters on national television. She
received an Emmy Lifetime Achievement Award in 2016 and is an author, master storyteller,
and staunch advocate for education and diversity. [NCFL-Toyota Banquet Celebration: 10/18,
6:00–8:30 p.m., Columbus] Book signing immediately follows. [Renaissance Foyer West]

Jim Lentz is chief executive officer of Toyota Motor North America, Inc. (TMNA); president
and chief operating officer of Toyota Motor North America, Inc. (TMA); a senior managing
officer of parent company Toyota Motor Corporation (TMC), located in Japan; and president
of Toyota Motor Engineering & Manufacturing, North America, Inc. (TEMA). [NCFL-Toyota
Banquet Celebration: 10/18, 6:00–8:30 p.m., Columbus]

Dale Dougherty is the founder and CEO of Maker Media, Inc., which launched
Make:magazine in 2005, and Maker Faire, which held its first event in the San Francisco
Bay Area in 2006. Dougherty’s vision and mission continue to be the guiding force for the
family of brands. When not in the office, Dougherty can be found making award-winning
wines with his family in Sebastopol, California. [Closing Session and Brunch: 10/19,
10:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Columbus]

Tatanka Means is a stand-up comic and award-winning actor. He is from Chinle, Arizona,
and he represents the Oglala Lakota, Omaha, and Navajo Nations. Raised in a home where
his father was an influential leader of the American Indian Movement, Means is an advocate
for equality and advancement for Native Americans and a role model for all American Indian
First Nations youth. [Opening Session, 10/17, 8:15–9:15 a.m., Columbus] Book signing
immediately follows. [Renaissance Foyer West]

William Mehojah, Jr. is a member of the Kaw Nation of Oklahoma and is the former director of
the Office of Indian Education Programs (OIEP), now the Bureau of Indian Education, and has
worked as a teacher, counselor, and school administrator. During his time with OIEP, he worked
to develop the Family and Child Education (FACE) program in five American Indian schools.
Today, the FACE program has expanded to 44 schools nationwide and since 1990, has enrolled
more than 47,000 adults and children. [Opening Session, 10/17, 8:15–9:15 a.m., Columbus]

Dana Suskind, author of Thirty Million Words: Building A Child’s Brain, is Professor of
Surgery and Pediatrics at the University of Chicago, Director of the Pediatric Cochlear
Implantation Program, and Founder and Director of the Thirty Million Words Initiative,
which helps parents enhance their home language environment in order to optimize their
child’s brain development and, therefore, his or her ability to learn. [General Session, 10/17,
3:00–4:30 p.m., Columbus] Book signing immediately follows. [Renaissance Foyer West]

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES

9

Featured SESSIONS
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
Newly Appointed “Family Ambassador” for the U.S. Department of Education
Discusses Ideas for Family Engagement (Frances Frost, U.S. Department
of Education): Attendees will learn why, how, and what the first ever “Family
Ambassador” at the federal level will work to achieve. She will build her talk on the
accomplishments already in place by the federal government and will share her
own journey and insights she has gained through her work in the area of family
engagement. She will hear from participants about their hopes for federal leadership
for family engagement. [10/17, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m., Michelangelo]

PBS KIDS Family Creative Learning: Dual Generation Engagement with
Media and Technology (Aaron Morris, PBS Kids; Tara Hardy, Detroit Public
Television): PBS KIDS Family Creative Learning is a series of workshops that
engage families in a dual-generation creative process utilizing PBS KIDS
ScratchJr, a free creative coding app. This hands-on session will focus on the
what, why, and how of the workshops and the digital tools being used as
well as how others can jump in and join the fun! [10/17, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m., Richard B]

Engaging the New American Family (Dr. Eugene C. Roehlkepartain, Vice President
of Research and Development, Search Institute, Minneapolis, MN): Too much of
today’s conversation about families is about what’s wrong with them: failures and
problems, vulnerabilities and stresses, or whether certain types of families are better
than others. While the challenges and changes are real, a strength-based approach
to engaging and empowering families helps them to cope and thrive, even in the
midst of challenges. Drawing on Search Institute’s national research and on-the-ground
partnerships, this presentation invites leaders to transform the narrative about families and family
engagement to recognize the power of family relationships and the strengths of America’s diverse
families as vital partners for children’s learning and success. [10/17, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m., Richard A]

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
Ages and Stages of Reading Development: Help Parents Support Their Children
(Christopher Lehman, The Educator Collaborative; Donna Elder, NCFL): Internationally
recognized literacy expert, Christopher Lehman, Founding Director of The Educator
Collaborative, will share concrete methods to best support families in understanding
research-based reading milestones, grades K-8, and how families can assess and support
children’s reading in fun and understandable ways. NCFL’s online Parent Guide to Reading
and Standards will also be shared as a way to help families support their children in school
and at home. By better understanding reading development, parents and families become
even stronger partners for children. [10/18, 9:30–10:45 a.m., Michelangelo]
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Closing the Vocabulary Gap, with PNC Grow Up Great® (Jeanine Fahnestock, PNC
Grow Up Great, presenting with vocabulary partner organizations): Learning new
words is critical for children’s success in school and life. This session will provide
practical tips and strategies to engage families, caregivers, and community members
in promoting language and vocabulary with young children. Included will be a panel
of arts, culture, and science organizations discussing topics related to programming
that supports vocabulary building, like involving families and neighborhoods in
development; creatively getting the word out; creating a sense of community among families; and
supporting carryover of key messages into homes. Additionally, participants will engage in activities
that can be easily implemented in their work and receive free, take-home resources.
[10/18, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m., Cabot]
The Translocation of Funds of Knowledge: Innovations in Theory, Methods, and
Practices (Dr. Luis C. Moll, University of Arizona): This session provides an overview
of the “funds of knowledge” approach to culture and education. Three aspects of this
work are emphasized and a brief video of a household visit illustrates the dynamics
of the approach. Attendees will learn how the approach has been elaborated,
modified, or applied in four different cultural settings—Spain, South Africa, Uganda,
and New Zealand. [10/18, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m., Marquette B]
Choosing Our Future: A Story of Opportunity in America (Dr. Irwin Kirsch,
Educational Testing Service): Our nation is in the midst of a growing crisis of
opportunity, one that has been developing over the past 40 years. Many of the
discussions around this crisis focus on the increasing privilege of the top 1%. But, as
some, including Tom Edsall writing an opinion piece for the New York Times have
correctly pointed out, not only is the top 1% pulling apart from the rest of us, but
the top 20% is growing apart from those in the middle. As Edsall describes, this
divergence is having a critical impact on the life outcomes of millions of Americans. Through our
work we believe these outcomes are rooted in the changing distributions of opportunity. Attendees
will develop a deeper understanding of the dynamics that are driving these disparities along with the
rationale for why we must take action and how best to do so. [10/18, 1:45–3:00 p.m., Marquette B]
PNC Grow Up Great® Lesson Center: Free, Online Early Childhood
Lesson Plans (Dr. Barbara Wasik, Temple University; Tiffany
Allen, Barnes Foundation; Ann Caspari, Smithsonian National
Air and Space Museum; Stacey Sangtinette, Temple University):
Ignite families and early childhood curriculum with inquiry-based
learning in science and the arts, two of the STEAM principles.
Dr. Barbara Wasik
Tiffany Allen
Interactively explore the PNC Grow Up Great Lesson Center
website, a free resource for early childhood educators and parents:
pncgrowupgreat.com/lessoncenter. The theme based, inquiry rich
lesson plans on the site are developmentally appropriate and based
on a constructivist approach to learning. Children will discover ideas
for themselves as they play, explore, and make sense of their world.
Developed by nationally known science and arts experts, each
Ann Caspari
Stacey Sangtinette
lesson includes an objective, step-by-step instructions, background
information, vocabulary, book list, and more. Expose your children
to high-quality, cutting-edge science and the arts. [10/18, 1:45–3:00 p.m., Cabot]

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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Featured PANELS
MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
Libraries + Schools + Communities = Powerful
Programming for Family Learning (live webcast):
This session will showcase how libraries and
community partners in three communities are
helping families learn together and engage with
their communities, specifically through Family
Service Learning and use of digital and Makerinfluenced resources such as Camp Wonderopolis®.
Learn about the key role libraries can play in helping
all families—including disadvantaged parents
and children—with two-generation approaches.
Query the panel to gain strategies that will benefit
your community’s families. This in-person and
live webcast session is co-produced by the Urban
Libraries Council and NCFL and sponsored by Better
World Books, building upon concepts highlighted
in Leadership Brief: Libraries Supporting Family
Learning. [10/17, 11:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m., Columbus]

Susan Benton

Nicole Robinson

Bianca Arriazola

MODERATOR
Susan Benton, President and CEO, Urban
Libraries Council
PANELISTS
Nicole Robinson, Deputy Assistant Director,
Houston Public Library
Bianca Arriazola, Principal, North Sanchez
Elementary School
Kate Schiavi, Youth Services Manager, Louisville
Free Public Library
Cris Howard, Family Education Coordinator,
Jefferson County Public Schools
Ana Marcelo Huerta, Community Program
Specialist, San Mateo County Libraries
Cynthia McCown, Vice President of Community
Engagement and Policy, Second Harvest Food
Bank of Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties

Kate Schiavi

Chris Howard

Ana Marcelo
Huerta

Cynthia McCown

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18

Dr. Michael

H. Levine

Dr. Margaret
Caspe

Jason Quiara

Emily Roden

Integrating Technology in Early Learning Panel:
Join us as a unique panel of experts weighs in
on an ever-present hot combo: technology and
education. The Joan Ganz Cooney Center’s
Dr. Michael H. Levine will lead a panel on
Integrating Technology in Early Learning and
Family-Strengthening Initiatives based on research
conducted for Levine and New America’s Lisa
Guernsey’s book, Tap, Click, Read. Panelists include
Dr. Margaret Caspe, senior research analyst at
Harvard FINE; Jason Quiara, program officer for
the Joyce Foundation; and Emily Roden, cofounder and executive director of ReadyRosie.
[10/18, 8:00–9:15 a.m., Columbus]
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National Two-Gen Funder Panel: National
funders will convene for a roundtable discussion
moderated by Anne Mosle, Executive Director
of Ascend at the Aspen Institute, to share unique
insights from funding local, regional, and national
initiatives focused on two-generation solutions
that serve children and families. Panelists include
Tonya Allen, Skillman Foundation’s president
and CEO; Sally McCrady, The PNC Foundation
president; and Paula Sammons, W.K. Kellogg
Foundation program officer. [10/18, 9:30–
10:45 a.m., LaSalle A]

Ann Mosle

Tonya Allen

Sally McCrady Paula Sammons

STUDENT Speakers
Salvanna Brown resides in the small community of Pueblo Pintado, New
Mexico where she attends the Family and Child Education (FACE) Center-based
Family Literacy Program. Her involvement there with her daughter has impacted
the whole family. She received her GED® and continues to pursue her educational
dreams. [Opening Session: 10/17, 8:15–9:15 a.m., Columbus]

Deenie Espinoza began working on her GED® in 1993 as she attended a

family literacy program in Tucson, Arizona, with her son Miguel.  Deenie knows
the power of education and today is completing her Master’s in Educational
Leadership. In her current position in Louisville, Kentucky, she is working with
colleges and universities to help students reach their goals. [NCFL-Toyota Banquet
Celebration: 10/18, 6:00–8:30 p.m., Columbus]

Peyton Rhone believes in the power of family literacy! Peyton felt her life was
incomplete until she enrolled in a family literacy program and earned her GED® in
1997. Since then she has graduated from Mercer University and today encourages
others in her position with Atlanta Public Schools. [NCFL-Toyota Banquet
Celebration: 10/18, 6:00–8:30 p.m., Columbus]

Jamahl Turner is a role model for his boys—actively participating with them

in the Toyota Family Learning program at the Milwaukee Environmental Sciences
School. Jamahl has learned to make the time spent as a family more worthwhile.
He currently serves as a member of the Parent Advisory Council for the state of
Wisconsin. [Closing Session and Brunch: 10/19, 10:15 a.m.–12:00 p.m., Columbus]

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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We strengthen families
from the inside out …
starting with the
Parents as Teachers
approach.

Parents as Teachers is building strong communities one family at a time.
Go online to see how you can be part of your child’s success.

www.ParentsAsTeachers.org

EVENT SCHEDULE
A portion of the 2016 Families Learning Summit strands are tagged with the following labels:
FACE, American Indian/Alaska Native
NCFL Two-Gen
Adult Ed
GED®
Goodling Institute
Literacy Funders Network/Coalitions
Wonder/Inquiry

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
6:30a.m. – 5:00p.m. Registration Open [Renaissance Foyer, 4th Level]
8:15 – 9:15 a.m. Opening Session (William Mehojah, Jr., former director of the Office of Indian
Education Programs; Tatanka Means, stand-up comic and award-winning actor;
[Columbus] Tatanka Means photo and
Salvanna Brown, student speaker)
autograph session immediately follows. [Renaissance Foyer West]
9:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. PNC Makerspace Lounge: Come tinker and meet your inner Maker! [Duluth A, B]
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions I
• An Intergenerational Literacy Program Turns 27 Years Old! Lessons Learned
from Families and Teachers (Dr. Jeanne R. Paratore, Boston University): As school
populations continue to grow in diversity, our need to fully understand families and
their routine interactions also increases. This presentation draws on 27 years of work
on a family literacy project in an urban school community. It focuses on what we
have learned about parents and teachers and the ways they may work together to
support children’s learning. [Cadillac A]
• Family Literacy and Leadership: Authentically Engaging Multicultural Families in
(Hannah McIntire, Dorcas International Institute of Rhode
2-Gen Learning
Island (DIIRI); Yomely Marte; Marie Lalyre): Come learn about our program’s
success in creating a blended family literacy and leadership model using best
practices from implementing family literacy and Toyota Family Learning. Discover
how to leverage community partnerships to meet multicultural family needs. Leave
with tools for implementing service learning projects, family mentoring, and PACT®
Time activities in the context of multilevel ESOL family literacy classes. [Cadillac B]
(Kelley Provence, Literacy Action):
• Parents Onboard...Full Speed Ahead
Learn how to help parents understand how to identify what to do to help their child
become a better reader: working in pairs, practice effective techniques for learning
phonics, increasing fluency, building vocabulary, and improving comprehension.
Being told what to do doesn’t help as much as learning how to do it. Come and find
out for yourself! [Joliet A]
• Sharing Our Story: An Innovative Strategy for Scaling and Replication (Shaun
Taft, United Way for Southeastern Michigan; Crystal D’Agostino, National Kidney
Foundation of Michigan; David Crumm, Front Edge Publishing; Karilu Forshee,
Living Arts’ Detroit Wolf Trap; Christine Zimmerman, Macomb Family Services):
The scaling and replication manager at United Way for Southeastern Michigan
will lead this session and discuss the process of publishing the series of six books
of subgrantees in the metro Detroit area. A panel of representatives comprised
of subgrantees will also speak to the programs that each provides as well as their
experience with the publishing process. [LaSalle B]
• A Way to Help ALL to Learn and Have Fun Doing It (Robin Lovrien): Help adult
ESOL learners practice and master skills and content through activities and by
playing games. Join in these activities and games and discuss how to use them in a
variety of settings. Develop plans for your own game or activity. Handouts include
directions for the games and activities and the research underpinning this approach
to adult ESOL instruction. [Marquette A]
STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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A portion of the 2016 Families Learning Summit strands are tagged with the following labels:
FACE, American Indian/Alaska Native
NCFL Two-Gen
Adult Ed
GED®
Goodling Institute
Literacy Funders Network/Coalitions
Wonder/Inquiry

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions I (continued)
• Promoting Family Engagement in Anywhere, Anytime Learning (Dr. Margaret
Caspe, Harvard Family Research Project): Children learn anywhere, anytime—
gaining the skills and experiences they need to be successful in school and life. This
presentation will explore the important role of family engagement in anywhere,
anytime learning. It will focus on promising practices for how families, schools, and
community learning spaces can build family engagement pathways to support
children’s learning. [Marquette B]
• Closing the Achievement Gap Through Literacy (Burnette Scarboro, South County
Youth Network): Participants in this workshop will explore how and why there is
a disparity in reading skills in our schools, particularly for the African-American
demographic. Reading is an essential skill and charts a course for school success.
Stories and images make a lasting impression on young children. Learn why
children’s literature can have a strong impact on young children. [Michelangelo]
• Sharing Money Skills Across Generations (Mary J. Schultz, National Endowment
for Financial Education): Help grandchildren or other young people develop smart
spending and saving habits that lead to self-sufficiency. Discover how to work
around generational differences in financial values by initiating conversations about
smart spending and saving habits. The key is to keep conversations about personal
finance positive, respectful, and focused on achieving financial dreams and goals.
[Monet]
• Honoring Parent Voices in the Early Childhood Dual Language Classroom (Debra
Paz, Rice University School Literacy and Culture; Lori Espinoza): Rice University’s
Oral and Written Language (OWL) Lab works with preschool-age dual-language
learners. View photos and video clips of parents and children interacting in the
lab and actual examples of the artwork and writing they have created together.
Learn ways to honor parents’ voices as they tell their stories and learn new ways to
support their children’s learning. [Nicolet A]
(Kim Scott, NCFL; Corinne Ribble):
• Power of Partnerships: Coalition Building
This session focuses on the benefits of community engagement for enhancing and
supplementing education- and literacy-related programming. A brief overview of
the growing literature on community literacy coalitions and a look at case studies
will lead to a series of exercises taking participants through the initial steps of
planning for and implementing a community literacy coalition strategy. [Nicolet B]
• Engaging Linguistically and Culturally Diverse Families in Community and School
(Marsha Layer, Springdale Public Schools; Kelsey Roth): Have you been searching
for ways to engage PreK through 8th grade parents in their child’s education?
Springdale, Arkansas, schools are addressing the diversity of languages, cultures,
and ages through the development of a culturally-relevant four-component model
and an adult-education curriculum that serves to engage families in their child’s
education. Come learn about our endeavors. [Renoir]
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions I (continued)
• Building Stronger Families Through Blended Learning (Suzanne Ludlum,
OUSD Adult and Career Education): Come hear how one Oakland Unified School
District teacher blended her Family Literacy/ESL and GED classrooms under the
“full-service community school model.” Learn how “blending” classrooms can
help differentiate instruction, address varied learning styles, and help parents and
children succeed in their educational endeavors. Also learn how to integrate a
variety of websites into your daily instruction. [Richard A]
• Resources for PACT Time® On the Go (Andrea Brown, NCFL): Come explore NCFL’s
free digital resources that are designed to support families learning together through
PACT Time. Whether you are looking for ideas to support your existing family literacy
program, or setting up a family event, we have the tools for you. Participants will
discuss best practices in family engagement and leave with ideas and resources that
can be used to maximize family learning opportunities. [LaSalle A]
• What Can a Public Media Station Do in the Community to Support Education?
(Tara Hardy, Detroit Public Television): This session will provide an overview of
Detroit Public Television’s focus on education, parents, and children. Participants will
learn how others can take advantage of public television outreach and opportunities
for future partnerships. [Richard B]
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Live Webcast: Libraries + Schools + Communities = Powerful Programming for
Family Learning (Moderator: Susan Benton, President and CEO, Urban Libraries
Council: Panelists: Nicole Robinson, Deputy Assistant Director, Houston Public
Library; Bianca Arriazola, Principal, North Sanchez Elementary School; Kate
Schiavi, Youth Services Manager, Louisville Free Public Library; Cris Howard, Family
Education Coordinator, Jefferson County Public Schools; Ana Marcelo Huerta,
Community Program Specialist, San Mateo County Libraries; Cynthia McCown, Vice
President of Community Engagement and Policy, Second Harvest Food Bank of
Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties): This session will showcase how libraries and
community partners in three communities are helping families learn together and
engage with their communities, specifically through Family Service Learning and
use of digital and Maker-influenced resources such as Camp Wonderopolis®. Learn
about the key role libraries can play in helping all families—including disadvantaged
parents and children—with two-generation approaches. Query the panel to gain
strategies that will benefit your community’s families. This in-person and live webcast
session is co-produced by the Urban Libraries Council and NCFL and sponsored by
Better World Books, building upon concepts highlighted in Leadership Brief: Libraries
Supporting Family Learning. [Columbus]
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions II
(Christina Mireles, Southwest
• Service Learning Through the Eyes of Families
Solutions): In this Spanish only session, parents from a southwest Detroit Toyota
Family Learning program participate in a panel discussion. They will share their
successes, challenges, and benefits while giving concrete examples of projects that
have been carried out. The facilitator will describe each of the six steps in the family
service learning process. [Cadillac A]
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions II (continued)
• Understanding How Family Engagement Meets the Unique Cultural and Social
(Cara Lucas-Richt, Lincoln Public Schools;
Needs of Families of Young Children
Dr. Jane Stavem; Dr. Linda Hix): The center-based preschool program in Lincoln
Public Schools currently serves nearly 1,200 children in 61 classrooms located in 30
of the district’s elementary schools. The program includes children of families who
are homeless, migrant, and refugees; children with disabilities; and English language
learners. A strong family involvement component contributes to the program’s
success. [Cadillac B]
• Involving Parents in the Literacy Process (Catherine Poff, Kingston Elementary–
Madison County Schools; Brittany Thomas): This session focuses on how our Title
I elementary school addresses the needs of parents to understand the educationspecific language of literacy that students are experiencing at school. Through an
interactive session, participants will be engaged in a mock Parent University. Details
of the planning steps, preparation, results, and next steps will be shared in this
session. [Joliet A]
• Family Engagement 2.0: Incorporating Technology to Build Family-School
Partnerships for Student Success (Rose Gioia-Fine, Tuscarora Intermediate Unit;
Emily Roden): Panel members from three diverse states share successful family
engagement strategies that have incorporated mobile technology to empower
parents in their role as their child’s first teacher and educational partner for success.
Learn successful strategies, hear research findings, and leave with resources to begin
reaching all parents in supporting literacy development and student success. [Joliet B]
• Engaging the New American Family (Dr. Eugene C. Roehlkepartain, Search
Institute): Too much of today’s conversation about families is about what’s wrong
with them: failures and problems, vulnerabilities and stresses, or whether certain
types of families are better than others. While the challenges and changes are
real, a strength-based approach to engaging and empowering families helps them
to cope and thrive, even in the midst of challenges. Drawing on Search Institute’s
national research and on-the-ground partnerships, this presentation invites leaders
to transform the narrative about families and family engagement to recognize the
power of family relationships and the strengths of America’s diverse families as vital
partners for children’s learning and success. [Richard A]
• What Happened During Home Visits? Examining the HighScope Perry Preschool
Project from the Family Engagement Perspective (Dr. Tomoko Wakabayashi,
HighScope Educational Research Foundation; Elizabeth Grace; Jill Claxton): The
Perry Preschool Study (1962-1967) is shedding new light on preschool effects and
family engagement in early childhood education. The study provided free, quality
preschool and followed 123 low-income children through the age of 50 to observe
lifelong benefits. Hear the results of a recent qualitative analysis of teacher notes to
gain a deeper understanding of home visits. [LaSalle A]
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions II (continued)
• Strategies that Work: Engaging Culturally Diverse Families in Learning
(Deanne Surles, Wayne Metropolitan Community Action Agency; Nicole Hare;
Carla Chinavare): This session provides an overview of how the Literacy Education
and Parenting Success (LEAPS) program (Hamtramck, Michigan) has successfully
engaged culturally-diverse families. Gain an understanding of the challenges
program staff and families face with recruitment and retention, and ways to
overcome those barriers. Learn some instructional strategies for working with
culturally diverse families and conducting meaningful home visits. [LaSalle B]
• Got Books? Research and Practical Applications Behind Literacy Access (James
Erekson, School of Teacher Education, University of Northern Colorado; Louise
(Lu) Benke): Is your site sitting in a book desert, a book garden, or a book oasis?
Motivating children’s and families’ interactions with books creates successful lifelong
literacy habits. Participants will learn the research on what effective literacy access
looks like. Learn practical overviews of research on effectiveness of motivationbased programming in creating literacy habits. Receive handouts with strategic
resources. [Marquette A]
• Kids at the Center: A Collaborative Model for Engaging Parents in Schools
(Ann Marie Barter, Barbara Bush Foundation for Family Literacy): The Barbara Bush
Foundation for Family Literacy’s peer-to-peer literacy mentoring program requires
parents to partner with the school in order to support their children’s reading
progress. Evidence-based practices, as well as data to support positive outcomes,
will be shared along with specific strategies to bolster parents’ involvement in their
children’s literacy development. [Marquette B]
• Considering the Literacy Beliefs of Refugee Mothers: Implications for Research
and Practice (Dr. Nicole Taylor, Spelman College): This session explores the replies
of refugee mothers of young children who were interviewed about their literacy
beliefs. Results and implications of the study will be presented. Attendees will
discuss the mothers’ beliefs that although parents should be somewhat involved
in their children’s education, it was the role of the school to prepare children
academically. [Monet]
• Newly Appointed “Family Ambassador” for the U.S. Department of Education
Discusses Ideas for Family Engagement (Frances Frost, U.S. Department
of Education): Attendees will learn why, how and what the first ever “Family
Ambassador” at the federal level will work to achieve. She will build her talk on the
accomplishments already in place by the federal government and will share her
own journey and insights she has gained through her work in the area of family
engagement. She will hear from participants about their hopes for federal leadership
for family engagement. [Michelangelo]
• Empowering Immigrant Parents Through a Two-Generation School Readiness
Model (Amanda Morgan, ACCESS; Nahed Alkashbari): For five years, ACCESS
has been building and refining a two-generation school readiness model designed
specifically for immigrant communities. The model is rooted in an empowerment
approach and focuses on building on the strengths of these families. Learn about
the model design, the key elements, and the curriculum. Hear more about the
community ACCESS serves, facilitation tips, and lessons learned. [Nicolet A]
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions II (continued)
• The Changing Course of Family Literacy (Dr. Carol Clymer and Dr. Blaire
Willson-Toso, Goodling Institute for Research in Family Literacy): The Goodling
Institute contacted the state directors of adult education and individual programs
to learn if and how Adult Education and Family Literacy Act Funding was being
used to support family literacy programming. Presenters will report on the findings,
offer suggestions to inform policy, and discuss implications for the future. Guided
questions and activities will engage participants throughout the presentation.
[Nicolet B]
• Strengthening Family Engagement Through Digital Learning (Courtney DastisGalvin, PowerMyLearning): Participants are introduced to a free digital-learning
platform—PowerMyLearning Connect. Learn how this platform is being used by
schools and community-based organizations across the country to drive family
engagement, and how families can use the site at home. Leave with plans for
launching family learning initiatives in your communities. [Renoir]
• PBS KIDS Family Creative Learning: Two Generational Engagement with Media
and Technology (Aaron Morris, PBS Kids; Tara Hardy, Detroit Public Television):
PBS KIDS Family Creative Learning is a series of workshops that engage families in a
dual-generation creative process utilizing PBS KIDS ScratchJr, a free creative coding
app. This hands-on session will focus on the what, why, and how of the workshops
and the digital tools being used as well as how others can jump in and join the fun!
[Richard B]
12:15 – 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Sessions III
• Making Creativity Alive in the Classroom (Nick Miraflores, NYC Department of
Youth and Community Development): Discover how you can use the eight elements
of creativity as rich sources of ideas for designing lessons that encourage students
to use language creatively in a non-threatening and supportive environment. The
activities introduced in this session will have direct ESOL application so that you will
walk away with ideas for using them in your classes. [Cadillac A]
• Words Here, There, and Everywhere: The Sesame Street Way (Dr. Jeanette
Betancourt, Sesame Workshop): Discover free and bilingual Sesame Street
resources that build young children’s vocabulary through a two generation approach
in today’s digital world. Share in the lessons learned on how to make everyday
moments opportunities for literacy experiences on the go or at home. [Cadillac B]
(Kaye Sharbono, Commission
• The Promise of Adult Education in America
on Adult Basic Education): Adult education has long been an integral part of our
nation’s prosperity. Declining state and federal funds have led to declining numbers
of adult learners who can access services. COABE works to ensure that there
are funds so that 36 million low-literate Americans are able to access services,
strengthen their basic skills, and advance through career pathways. [Joliet A]
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Sessions III (continued)
• Are You Ready for the NEW ESSA Family Engagement?
(Gaye Leia King,
Bureau of Indian Education): In this interactive workshop, participants will assess
where they are in current planning for implementing ESSA Family Engagement in
comparison to past ESEA Parent Involvement. Working in small groups, participants
will review, create, and/or expand plans to become better prepared to meet ESSA’s
Family Engagement requirements. [Joliet B]
(Renee Cunningham, Knollwood Elementary School):
• From Wander to Wonder
Participants will gain a clear understanding of how to incorporate Wonder Walls into
their classroom to foster student creativity. Session will showcase how to incorporate
the research model into daily classroom teaching. Presenters will share examples of
classroom wonder walls in use in K-5 classrooms and provide an outline for how to
initiate productive wondering in your classroom. [LaSalle A]
• NCFL 4 Pillars + EL Education = Academic Achievement: An Integration Template
(Clarissa Ramos, Milwaukee Environmental Sciences Academy;
for Success!
Amanda Evans; Sallie Brown): Your program can engage intergenerational learners
in a fun and challenging manner anytime, anywhere! The template created by
Milwaukee Environmental Sciences Academy (MESA) Charter School Toyota
Family Learning Program (TFLP) integrates the four pillars of the TFLP and the
Expeditionary Learning (EL) Model that can be adapted to fit many intergenerational
learning programs. [LaSalle B]
• Explore, Create, Share: The Integrated Classroom (Rachel Beck, Kentucky Science
Center; Ruby Parker): As naturally curious learners, children have the ability to
explore, imagine, create, and share their ideas. Discover how to capitalize on their
ability. Find out how a learner-centered holistic approach to your curriculum
naturally integrates science content with literacy, math, social studies, and the arts
using critical thinking and creative skills. [Marquette A]
• The Intersection of Two-Generation Initiatives and Federal Policy (Kuna Tavalin,
Washington Partners, LLC): Since its inception, NCFL has been working to impact
federal policy that benefits families, particularly low-income families. This session
provides highlights of NCFL’s recent work with Washington Partners, LLC, and what
the future may hold for two-generation initiatives on the federal level. It will also
provide insights into how a new Administration and Congress may impact change in
Washington, D.C. [Marquette B]
• WIOA New Look to Employability Skills for ELLs—Let’s Explore Together!
(Patricia Lovett and Tracy Noles, NCFL): In this session, we review research
showing the importance of employability skills and discuss how research can
inform solid instruction for ELLs that aligns with WIOA expectations. Learn about
a new digital resource for adult ELLs, see this website in practice, and receive an
offline supplement with ideas for using the website in a family learning program.
[Michelangelo]
• Learning to Read: Strategies for Teaching Preliterate Adult Students (Lora
Wright, The Learning Source; Jason Kinkelaar): This session will offer attendees fun,
practical, engaging, and motivating strategies for teaching preliterate students how
to read and write. We also will address helping students with non-Latin based first
languages and helping students to learn to read and write English when they are not
literate in their native language. [Monet]
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
1:30 – 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Sessions III (continued)
(Bob
• Literacy Funders Network: Literacy Coalitions—What Are They?
Paponetti, The Literacy Cooperative): This session will focus on the development of
Literacy Coalitions across the United States, their historical patterns of development,
and the many forms in which they exist today. [Nicolet B]
• Demonstrating What Works: Personal Parent Advocates to Support Family
Engagement (Renee Franklin, Learning Community of Douglas and Sarpy Counties;
Anne O’Hara; Dr. Jolene Johnson; Josie Dominguez): The Learning Community
Center of South Omaha has three years of outstanding independent, third-party
evaluations, and national recognition from the White House. The Center is adapting its
program to reach out to larger school communities. Learn the importance of providing
parents with holistic support in their home environment to reinforce and apply their
learning about involvement in their child’s education. [Renoir]
• Two Generations of Positive Learning Outcomes (Dr. Jeri Levesque, Center
of Effort LLC): When parents fully participate in family learning programs, two
generations make educational progress. This session examines evaluation findings
that describe how parents and children learning together is closing the achievement
gap. Participants will see how school-to-home bridges are built, adults meet their
personal learning goals, and their children exceed classmates in daily attendance and
outperform comparison children in reading. [Richard A]
• Developing Geometric Reasoning Skills By Making Thinking Processes Visible
(MTPV)
(Daphne Atkinson, GED Testing Service): This interactive session will
explore two of the GED® High Impact Indicators (HIIs)—Q.4 (Calculate dimensions,
perimeter, circumference, and area of two dimensional figures) and Q.5 (Calculate
dimensions, surface area, and volume of three-dimensional figures). The session will
provide educators with insights, strategies, and tools to address one of the most
common classroom challenges in teaching Geometric Reasoning. [Richard B]
3:00 – 4:30 p.m. General Session (Dr. Dana Suskind, professor of surgery and pediatrics at the
University of Chicago, director of the Pediatric Cochlear Implantation Program, and
founder and director of the Thirty Million Words Initiative). [Columbus] Book signing
immediately follows. [Renaissance Foyer West]
6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Dine Around Dinners: All Summiteers are encouraged to join one of the networking
dinners at restaurants near the official Summit hotel (Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance
Center). NCFL staff members will facilitate conversations on the following topics:
• Successful 2-Gen Programming and Family Service Learning
• Wonderopolis® and Inquiry-Based Learning
• Community Partners in 2-Gen Programming
• The Importance of Adult Education in High Quality 2-Gen Programming
[To reserve your spot at a Dine Around Dinner, please speak to an NCFL representative
at the registration desk upon arrival. Availability is limited.]
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
7:00 a.m. – 5:00p.m. Registration Open [Renaissance Foyer, 4th Level]
7:15 – 8:00 a.m. Networking, Coffee, and Breakfast powered by GED Testing Service®
(Randy
Trask, CEO, GED Testing Service): Energize your bodies and minds over complimentary
coffee, breakfast sandwiches, and donuts before the general session. CEO Randy Trask
will address attendees in an intimate setting and participants will have a chance to ask
questions of one of the premier minds in adult education both in person and using the
hashtag #AskRandyTrask on Twitter. Free ticketed event with limited seating. Sign up
at the Registration Desk. Please have your ticket to present at the door. [Cabot]
7:15 – 8:00 a.m. General Coffee Break: Fuel up for the morning and network with other Summiteers.
[outside Columbus]
8:00 – 9:15 a.m. General Session: Integrating Technology in Early Learning and Family-Strengthening
Initiatives Panel (Dr. Michael H. Levine, executive director of Joan Ganz Cooney Center;
Dr. Margaret Caspe, senior research analyst at Harvard FINE; Jason Quiara, program
officer for the Joyce Foundation; Emily Roden, co-founder and executive director of
ReadyRosie) [Columbus] Dr. Michael H. Levine book signing immediately follows.
[Renaissance Foyer West]
9:30a.m. – 5:00p.m. PNC Makerspace Lounge: Come tinker and meet your inner Maker! [Duluth A, B]

Together

we’re helping millions achieve their dreams.
Visit GEDtestingservice.com/dreams to see how the GED® test is
making a difference in the lives of adult learners.
GED® and GED Testing Service® are registered trademarks of the American Council on Education.
Used under license. Copyright © 2016 GED Testing Service LLC. All rights reserved.
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. National Two-Gen Funder Panel (Moderator: Anne Mosle, executive director of Ascend
at the Aspen Institute; Panelists: Tonya Allen, president and CEO, Skillman Foundation;
Wendy Jackson, co-managing director, Detroit, from the Kresge Foundation Sally
McCrady, president, the PNC Foundation; Paula Sammons, program officer, W.K.
Kellogg Foundation) [La Salle A]
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions IV
• Employability Skills and Family Service Learning: A Perfect Match
(Chris
Howard, Jefferson County Public Schools): The Toyota Family Learning program in
Louisville, Kentucky, has found that Family Service Learning projects provide fertile
ground for acquiring or developing employability skills. Join us to hear examples of
the projects completed and the 21st century skills that were learned. Also learn how
Family Service Learning projects help develop leadership skills in parents and children.
[Cadillac A]
• Re-Capturing Wonder in Adolescence
(Kristie Ennis, Iroquois High School–
Jefferson County Public Schools): Attendees will explore the science and philosophy
behind wonder, discuss why it is important in general and specifically in children of all
ages, and will develop plans for using Wonderopolis® and Genius Hour to encourage
more wonder-driven projects in the educational setting. These can be used at home, at
school, and with interest groups of all kinds. [Cadillac B]

.ORG

The National Literacy Directory is a database
that connects potential students, volunteers,
and advocates to literacy services, education
programs, and testing centers nationwide.

• With listings for more than 7,500 literacy and
education programs and 1,700 testing centers
nationwide, the Directory serves more than 50,000
potential students and volunteers annually
• Bi-monthly $1,000 Innovation Grant opportunities
to reward NLD members’ innovative solutions to
addressing literacy and education challenges
MANAGED BY
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
9:30 – 10:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions IV (continued)
• Building Together: Advancing Racial Equity Using Two-Generation Approaches
and Models (Dr. C. Nicole Mason, Executive Director, Center for Research
and Policy in the Public Interest (CR2PI) at the New York Women’s Women
Foundation): Using an intersectional framework and model, this session will explore
the impact of race, class, gender and other markers of difference on two-generation
approaches and strategies at the local and state levels; present new research on the
influence of place and zip code on outcomes for families; and identify the challenges
as well as opportunities for incorporating a racial equity lens in two-generation
programs and models.
• Family Literacy: Twenty-Five Years of Research in Tribal Communities
(Judy Pfannenstiel, Research & Training Associates, Inc.; Vicki Yarnell): This
session will address the impacts of family literacy in tribal communities. Learn how
evaluation results are used to improve family literacy programs. Hear the lessons
learned over time and the evaluation strategies implemented for two-generation
programming. We also will discuss issues and challenges for evaluation in tribal
communities. [LaSalle B]
• Homeless Families: Family Literacy for Our Most Vulnerable Population (Marta
Fernandez, Institute for Child and Family Health, Inc.; Giselle Leon-Jimenez): One
of the fastest growing segments of the homeless population is families with children.
The Institute for Child and Family Health/All-Aboard Family Literacy Program
provides a comprehensive family literacy program for homeless families. Learn
how to identify and engage community partners, support long-term relationships
with the families, and present much needed services to this vulnerable population.
[Marquette B]
• The Read Together Project: Finding Innovative Ways to Support Family Literacy
(Lisa Gonzalez, Santa Barbara Public Library System; Marcos Martinez): How can
libraries work with families and schools to promote literacy? We’ll share lessons
learned about sibling reading programs for emerging readers, family reading time
during our Summer Reading Program, supporting low-literacy parents in helping their
children with homework, and effective publicity and outreach strategies to engage
and inform the community about library resources. [Nicolet A]
• Ages and Stages of Reading Development: Help Parents Support Their Children
(Christopher Lehman, The Educator Collaborative; Donna Elder, NCFL): This
session will share concrete methods to support families in understanding researchbased reading milestones, grades K-8, and how families can support children’s
reading in fun and understandable ways. NCFL’s online “Parent Guide to Reading
and Standards” also will be shared. [Michelangelo]
(Jeff Conyers, The Dollywood
• Catalytic Philanthropy and Literacy Coalitions
Foundation): This session will focus on the often helpful but sometimes problematic
relationship between coalitions and funders and how coalitions help funders achieve
their visions of catalytic philanthropy and collective impact. [Nicolet B]
• The Fundamentals of Using Evidence in Constructed Response: Making Thinking
(Daphne Atkinson, GED Testing Service): This session
Processes Visible (MTPV)
focuses on using evidence for the GED® Constructed Response. It provides a “How
to” for effective modeling of how evidence drives the creation of an argument and
strategies for helping students write effectively in response to the RLA prompt. This
interactive session will provide educators with insights, strategies, and resources to
address the challenges of teaching evidence-based writing. [Richard B]
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Literacy Funders Network open meeting
This session is for all funders who are
currently or potentially interested in being members of the Literacy Funders Network.
[Nicolet B]
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions V
• Closing the Vocabulary Gap with PNC Grow Up Great® (Jeanine Fahnestock,
PNC Grow Up Great, presenting with PNC Grow Up Great vocabulary partner
organizations): Learning new words is critical for children’s success in school
and life. This session will provide practical tips and strategies to engage families,
caregivers, and community members in promoting language and vocabulary with
young children. Included will be a panel of arts, culture, and science organizations
discussing topics related to programming that supports vocabulary building, like
involving families and neighborhoods in development; creatively getting the word
out; creating a sense of community among families; and supporting carryover of key
messages into homes. Additionally, participants will engage in activities that can be
easily implemented in their work and receive free, take-home resources. [Cabot]
(Sandra
• How to Use Volunteers: Recruit, Train, Appreciate, and Stewardship
Rascon, Toberman Neighborhood Center): The session focuses on how to
successfully recruit volunteers for your organization based on your organization’s
needs. A PowerPoint presentation will give step-by-step creative and innovative
ways on how to recruit volunteers and keep them coming back. [Cadillac B]
• Wonder Team Power Activated! Camp Wonderopolis® at Your Public Library
and School!
(Nicole Robinson, Houston Public Library; Michelle Cooper):
Check out Camp Wonderopolis®—a free online learning platform that provides an
innovative way to tackle summer “brain drain” while building vocabulary, background
knowledge, critical thinking skills, and other literacy skills. Participants will learn
how Camp Wonderopolis engages youth and families throughout the school year,
summer, and out-of-school time in literacy- and STEM-based content boosted by
Maker experiments. [Cadillac A]
(Karletta
• Make It Real: Project-Based Learning in Family Literacy
Charlee, Crownpoint; Dr. Jessica Dillworth): Adult students need learning that is
connected to their lives and their goals. Learn strategies to initiate, structure, sustain,
and assess projects with your adult education students. Presenters will discuss
examples of project-based learning from Family and Child Education (FACE) school
sites. FACE is a family literacy program supported by the Bureau of Indian Education.
[LaSalle A] ￼
• Dark Matter: CCRs, Career Pathways, and How Critical Thinking Holds it All
Together
(Katherine Bradley Fergus, The Ohio State University/Ohio
Professional Development Network; Traci Lepicki): This session focuses on the
importance of critical-thinking skills and competencies within a Career Pathways
context. Participants will gain insights for implementation, strategies for instruction,
and tools for assisting students as they develop the critical thinking skills demanded
of their Career Pathway and potential employers as well as explore additional
opportunities for enrichment and professional development. [LaSalle B]￼
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
11:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions V (continued)
• Words, Experiences, and Relationships: Foundational Facets for Identifying Family
Literacy Cultures (Dr. Denice Honaker, Indiana University East School of Education):
Analyze everyday situations as opportunities for literacy learning. Make connections
between traditional definitions of literacy and the natural meaning-making process
experienced by children in their homes and with their friends and family. This creates
an opportunity for young students to contribute to the multicultural environment of
their classrooms as they celebrate individual and shared literacy experiences from
their homes. [Marquette A]
• The Translocation of Funds of Knowledge: Innovations in Theory, Methods, and
Practices (Dr. Luis C. Moll, University of Arizona): This session provides an
overview of the “funds of knowledge” approach to culture and education. Three
aspects of this work are emphasized and a brief video of a household visit illustrates
the dynamics of the approach. Attendees will learn how the approach has been
elaborated, modified, or applied in four different cultural settings—Spain, South
Africa, Uganda, and New Zealand. [Marquette B]
• Parent and Child Book Adventures (Nannette Kuhn, Taylor School District): In
Taylor School District, Michigan, parents and children are embarking on a book
adventure. Once a month, each family receives a book to take home and read
together. The following month families meet again to engage in activities enhancing
what they have read. Participants will leave with practical materials to start their own
Parent/Child Book Adventure. [Michelangelo]
• Lessons Learned From Community-Wide Head Start Enrollment and Talent
Attraction Campaigns (Katie Brisson, Community Foundation for Southeast
Michigan; Nicole de Beaufort): The rebidding of Detroit’s Head Start system in 2014
led to several unique collaborations and partnerships that identified enrollment
and talent recruitment/retention as common challenges across the system. The
campaign that resulted boosted enrollment, created common strategies for early
educator recruitment, and created a cohesive system for parents. Presenters will
highlight lessons learned from this experience. [Nicolet A]
• CIRCLES: A Culturally Appropriate Preschool Curriculum for American Indian
(Kim Jacobs, NCFL): CIRCLES is a developmentally appropriate
Children
preschool curriculum designed by the National Center for Families Learning (NCFL) to
engage teachers, parents, and caregivers in the education of three-and four-year old
Native American/American Indian children. The curriculum is based on standards- and
evidence-based approaches and has worked well for preschool children who reside in
rural, high poverty, and high-need areas. [Richard A]
• Up Close: Scoring RLA’s Constructed Response
(Daphne Atkinson, GED
Testing Service): This session focuses on the relationship between the GED®
Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs), High Impact Indicators (HIIs) and the
expectations for the RLA Extended Response. This enables educators to focus
instruction to get results. Participants will have an opportunity to score a response for
all three Traits and to explore selected, effective classroom strategies that can drive
student skill development. [Richard B]
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
12:15 – 1:45 p.m. Lunch Break
1:45 – 3:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions VI
• I Create PACT Time® Opportunities—What is Your Superpower!
(Dolores
Childs-Fullen, FACE Salt River; John Fullen): I create Parent and Child Together
opportunities. WHAT is your Superpower? You, too, can become a Superhero of
Parent and Child Together (PACT) Time®. Gain your superpowers through intentional
planning and reflective questions. Work with others and leave with your parent
engagement superpowers. [Cadillac A]
• Promoting Reading with Family Literacy Opportunity Workshops (FLOW) (Arlene
Reese, formerly of Starfish Family Services): Attend this interactive train-the-trainer
workshop to learn how to facilitate a Family Literacy Opportunity Workshop (FLOW).
What makes a rich environment, the stages of Early Literacy Development, Choosing
Good Books for Children, and Read Aloud Tips will be explored. See demonstrations
of print-rich activities and resources. [LaSalle A]
(Duren Thompson, UT
• Critical Thinking and Numeracy in Social Media
Center for Literacy, Education & Employment): Adult educators will learn instructional
strategies for aspects of social media that can be incorporated into their curriculum.
Use session resources to develop multi-level numeracy lessons. Discuss effective use
of social media and online resources to enhance classroom instruction. Use real-world
tools such as USA Today and explore critical thinking and mathematical reasoning,
while using resources such as infographics. [LaSalle B]
• Engaging Fathers in Schools (Dr. Petrice Sams-Abiodun, Lindy Boggs National
Center for Community Literacy; Dr. Latrice Rollins; Earl Williams): Fathers are
important advocates for their children, but face barriers to their engagement in
schools. Come hear what those barriers are and the recommendations for increasing
fathers’ engagement. “Dads of Distinction,” a case study of a group of black men
who are engaged parents and are committed to being advocates for all children, will
be highlighted. [Nicolet A]
• PNC Grow Up Great® Lesson Center: Free, Online Early Childhood Lesson Plans
(Dr. Barbara Wasik, Temple University; Stacey Sangtinette, curriculum developer
in the College of Education at Temple University; Tiffany Allen, PNC Grow Up Great
coordinator at the Barnes Foundation; Ann Caspari, early childhood education
specialist at the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum): Ignite families and
early childhood curriculum with inquiry-based learning in science and the arts, two
of the STEAM principles. Interactively explore the PNC Grow Up Great Lesson Center
website, a free resource for early childhood educators and parents: pncgrowupgreat.
com/lessoncenter. The theme based, inquiry rich lesson plans on the site are
developmentally appropriate and based on a constructivist approach to learning.
Children will discover ideas for themselves as they play, explore, and make sense of their
world. Developed by nationally known science and arts experts, each lesson includes
objective step-by-step instructions, background information, vocabulary, book list, and
more. Expose your children to high-quality, cutting-edge science and the arts. [Cabot]
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
1:45 – 3:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions VI (continued)
• Using Home Visiting Best Practices to Engage and Support Ethnically,
Linguistically, and Culturally Diverse Families (Sarah Walzer, Parent-Child Home
Program): Participants will explore Parent-Child Home Program’s three components
of cultural competency that can be applied to work across models and systems, and
how these components factor into implementing the activities and supports that
are most useful to families. How does a program then successfully engage and work
with families to support parental engagement, early childhood development, and
school readiness? [Marquette A]
• Choosing Our Future—A Story of Opportunity in America (Dr. Irwin Kirsch,
Educational Testing Service): Discussions around our nation’s growing crisis of
opportunity focus on the increasing privilege of the top 1%. This is having a critical
impact on the life outcomes of millions of Americans. Attendees will understand the
rationale for why we must take action and how best to do so. [Marquette B]
• Families as Engaged Leaders: A Multi-level View on Family Engagement (Rachel
Mellema, Michigan Department of Education, Office of Great Start; Jeanette Kievit;
Holly Wingard): Participants will hear how Michigan values and engages parents at
the state and local level. This interactive session will provide examples, best practices,
and shared learnings around engaging parents as partners in our systems, programs,
and services. [Michelangelo]
(Adam
• Are Coalition Communities Better Off? How Do They Measure Success?
Luecking, Clear Impact): This session will focus on efforts to date to assess whether
communities with literacy coalitions are better off in any measurable ways. It includes
analysis of how coalitions measure their success and what census data can tell us
about indicators of community wellbeing in coalition communities. [Nicolet B]
STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
1:45 – 3:00 p.m. Concurrent Sessions VI (continued)
• Need to Prepare Volunteers? We Can Help! (Virginia Taylor, The William and Ida
Friday Center for Continuing Education at the University of North Carolina - Chapel
Hill; G. Paul Carr; Donna Elder, NCFL): The Friday Center has addressed the need for
convenient, engaging reading strategy training for volunteers working in schools and
community centers through a digital toolkit that is being piloted and evaluated for
state-wide application. The toolkit, created by NCFL, is free and also provides helpful
ways for parent educators to work with children to improve reading outcomes.
[Richard A]
(Wilson
• 102 Sun Routes: Using Navajo Family Folklore in Adult Education
Gorman, Nazlini Community School, Inc.): This session will demonstrate how
adult educators can create lessons from their learners’ accumulated reservoir of life
experiences. Students’ life experiences provide rich resources to transform into using
Common Core State Standards to gain educational goals. [Cadillac B]
• Welcome to Everett Elementary!
(Dr. Kathy Johnson, Everett Elementary–
Lincoln Public Schools; Maria Lourdes Almazan; Monica Asher): Our Everett Family
Learning parent group developed a “Welcome to Everett!” booklet. The parents
helped compose the narrative for the booklet giving special attention to helping
immigrant and non-English-speaking families understand school expectations.
Photographs visually depict the information and it is being translated, recorded, and
printed in four languages. [Richard B]
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions VII
• Family Service Learning: Creating Sustainable Change in Families and
Communities
(Patricia Lovett, NCFL, will facilitate with panel members
from East Side House Settlement, San Mateo County Libraries, Public Education
Foundation, and Beech Acres Parenting Center): Join us for a roundtable view
of Family Service Learning, an on-the-go approach to Parent and Child Together
(PACT) Time®. The discussion will include an overview from NCFL staff and
implementation snapshots from four Toyota Family Learning grantee organizations.
We will also share outcomes as well as some effective strategies for putting Family
Service Learning into practice. [Cabot]
(John
• Let’s Hear it For the Boys: Increasing Dad’s Family Engagement
Fullen, Blackwater Community School; Dr. Joshua Cramer, NCFL): Research
indicates that fathers generally are less involved than mothers in all types of school
activities. Fathers do routinely express that they would like to be more involved. To
engage fathers successfully you have to make activities relevant to them and include
hands-on learning. Join us to discuss how to increase fatherhood involvement in
your educational programming. [Cadillac A]
• Turning Family Engagement into 2-Gen Outcomes (Marjorie Sims, Ascend at the
Aspen Institute): Two-generation approaches have gained momentum in recent
years, with opportunities in programs, policies, and systems for better outcomes
for children and their parents. Attendees will learn about the evolving field of 2-gen
outcomes, hear about 2-gen family engagement innovations around the country,
and have an opportunity to imagine and develop a 2-gen family engagement
strategy in their own community. [Cadillac B]
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions VII (continued)
• Putting It All Together: 2-Gen Program Integration
(Tracy Noles and
Cathy Miller, NCFL): Does your program struggle to find time to plan program
integration? Are you seeking ideas for creating a united vision between program
components? In this interactive session we will explore strategies for component
integration within a family literacy program. We will discuss the challenges and
opportunities of team-focused collaborations and develop an implementation plan
for program integration. [LaSalle A]
• Mapping Career Pathways for Lower-Skilled Adults and Immigrants and Implications
for Family Literacy Programming (Dr. Carol Clymer and Dr. Blaire Willson-Toso,
Goodling Institute for Research in Family Literacy): This presentation will describe the
goals and strategies of a new Institute of Education Sciences project, “Career Pathways
Programming for Lower-Skilled Adults and Immigrants,” and present preliminary
findings from our survey of providers who participated in the research conducted by
the Institute for the Study of Adult Literacy at Penn State, Chicago Citywide Literacy
Coalition, Houston Center for Literacy, and Miami Dade County Public Schools. We also
will explore the implications of these findings for family literacy programs. [Nicolet A]
• Multi-Generational Makers @ the Library: Family Learning Through STEAM (Rachel
Yzaguirre, Plano Public Library System; Cecily Ponce de Leon): Want to learn how to
engage families with STEAM? Learn how to involve participants from age 3 to 93 in
hands-on family activities and experiments. We will share how to present budget and
staff-friendly programs and services that capitalize on multi-generational learning,
from 3D printing to owl poop! [LaSalle B]
• Preschool and Kindergarten Education Alignment with Families (Ron Robertson,
Richmond Public Schools; Tiana Simmons): This session looks at preparing children
for school and success in education. It begins with educating and building the
capacity of parents, schools, and communities to work together to ensure children
arrive at school ready to learn. This session addresses improving parent skills that
benefit the child in school and improving staff skills as teachers learn from parents.
[Marquette A]
• Kids Questions Matter! Fostering Digital Curiosity and WONDER at Home
(Kristie Ennis, Iroquois High School–Jefferson County Public Schools; Michelle
Cooper, Media Specialist, White Oak Middle School): Learn strategies and best
practices for fostering digital citizenship for the whole family! Hear the current
trends with mobile devices and appropriate use of technology for parents and family
members to keep learning fun and foster everyone’s sense of curiosity. Participants
will leave with digital resources, websites, and apps to share with families in their
schools and programs. [Marquette B]
• MOVE to Read (Miriam Everette, MOVE to Read): Join us for some fun as we MOVE
to Read, learning the value of physical movement on brain development using music,
movement, rhythm and rhyme! You will participate in literacy building activities that
are great for pre-K, 1, 2 and powerful for families and ESL. [Michelangelo]
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
3:15 – 4:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions VII (continued)
(Frank Ridzi, Literacy Funders Network): This
• Literacy Coalition Best Practices
session focuses on the best practices that seem to be emerging in the coalition field.
While much of this is based on what has worked for long-lasting coalitions, we also
use community-level data to examine what promising practices are associated with
positive community changes. [Nicolet B]
• Volunteers and Technology Support Adult Achievement (Danielle Brown, Christ
Enrichment Center; Paulette Conley): Attendees will learn how volunteer tutors
who serve adult learners are supported and directed by Common Core diagnostic
assessment tools. Additional information shared will include volunteer recruitment,
how to prepare materials for volunteers, student– volunteer relationship building
as well as the impact of tutors on attendance, attentiveness, and success for adult
learners. [Richard A]
6:00 – 8:30 p.m. Toyota-NCFL Banquet Celebration (Jim Lentz, chief executive officer of Toyota
Motor North America, Inc. (TMNA); Sonia Manzano, author and actress (formerly
“Maria” on Sesame Street); Deenie Espinoza, student speaker; Peyton Rhone,
student speaker) [Columbus] Sonia Manzano book signing immediately follows.
[Renaissance Foyer West]

We believe your family is the best
teacher your child will ever have—and
the world around you is the ultimate
classroom. Whether you’re driving
across the country or visiting a park
around the corner, we hope to inspire
your next great family learning
adventure. Here’s to wherever your
imagination, your curiosity, and the
road may lead you!
Get inspired by the 32,000+ stories
shared with #Family Trails
FamilyTrails.com
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19
8:00 – 10:15 a.m. Registration Open (Information and ticket sales for Closing Session and Brunch)
[Renaissance Foyer, 4th Level]
8:45 – 10:00 a.m. Concurrent Sessions VIII
• Stronger Families, Stronger Communities: 20 Years of Highly Effective Teaching
Practices Supporting Two-Generation Learning (Kim Jacobs, NCFL, leads a panel
of Toyota Family Teachers of the Year): This panel session will feature six of the 20
Toyota Family Teachers of the Year recipients featured in the book Stronger Families,
Stronger Communities, highlighting their most effective teaching practices for
supporting two-generation learning. With a firm commitment to families, these awardwinning teachers share their approaches to strengthening families and communities.
We invite you into their two-generation worlds to hear their stories, reflect on their
practices, and benefit from their experiences. [LaSalle A]
• Empowering Families—Building a Family Engagement Academy (Leah DobbsBlack, Shelby County Schools; Dana Martin; Angela Walker): This interactive
session shares Shelby County Schools’ journey to develop and implement a Family
Engagement Academy. Learn how we addressed academy content and activities,
partnership and funding ideas, and use of data collection, among others. You will
leave with a framework to create, initiate, and implement a family engagement
initiative in your school, district, or community. [Cadillac A]
(Leticia Citizen, Jefferson Elementary
• Using Wonder to Inspire Young Writers
School; Jennifer McDonough, The Benjamin School): Participants will learn how
writing fueled by wonder and inquiry promotes student engagement. Using
wonders from Wonderopolis.org is a great way to pique student curiosity and create
a drive and purpose for writing poetry and expository pieces. Student examples
from the presenters’ own classrooms are used to model using wonder as a starting
point. [Cadillac B]
• Assessment to Instruction in the Preschool Classroom
(Caroline
Sekaquaptewa, Salt River FACE Program; Margo Waddell, NCFL): Explore how
assessment data can be used to guide individualized instructional strategies
for children. In this interactive session, attendees will create developmentally
appropriate lesson plans for preschool children based on assessment data. Join us to
design a process for identifying tiered activities to meet the individual ability, needs,
and goals of the preschool children in your program. [LaSalle B]
• Facilitating Family Engagement in an Urban Setting (Naimah Salahuddin, Drew
ES / DC Public Schools): Learn how one urban public school engages families and
mobilizes its school community to facilitate family engagement. Hear how staff,
parents, students, and community members are working to close the achievement
gap by holding children to high expectations and providing rigorous and targeted
learning experiences in a safe and comfortable environment. Leave with practical
strategies to encourage family engagement. [Marquette B]
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WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19
8:45 – 10:00 a.m. Concurrent Sessions VIII (continued)
• Inspiring Parents as Their Child’s Best and First Teacher (Jacqueline Cordova,
Colorado Parent and Child Foundation): Participants will reflect on the importance
of family involvement in their children’s education and will learn the benefits
acquired by the school/community, children/students and parents when working
together. Strategies for successful family engagement in children’s education will be
shared. It will be fun! [Nicolet A]
• WILD Science: Combining Writing and Hands-On Instruction in Science Classes
(Richmond Onokpite, Academy of Hope; Hira Zeb): Join Academy of
Hope (AoH) Adult Public Charter School and learn about teaching methods used
in our science classes. We will demonstrate how to incorporate writing and reading
techniques into science. The strategies learned in this workshop can be effectively
practiced in the classroom without the physical presence of a science lab or the
hazards associated with scientific experimentation. [Marquette A]
• Ready To Learn: Supporting Early Science and Literacy Learning for Families
(Dr. Pamela Johnson, executive director, Ready To Learn, CPB; David Lowenstein,
senior director, Ready To Learn, PBS KIDS; Dr. Nell Duke, professor, School of
Education, University of Michigan; Sharon Darling, president and founder, NCFL):
CPB and PBS are expanding their Ready To Learn initiative to include early science
and literacy learning with families from low-income communities. They will be joined
by Dr. Nell Duke University of Michigan’s School of Education, who will illustrate the
importance of informational text in early learning, and Sharon Darling, NCFL, who
will highlight opportunities for family engagement. [Nicolet B]
• Lose the Expectations (Michelle Falcon, Maple Valley Schools and Parent Advisory
Committee; Jennifer Burns): Learn how a parent and a superintendent formed a
unique relationship to address student and community needs and the effort it has
taken. We started two years ago and this will be an honest conversation about the
trials, troubles, and accomplishments that occurred. Interactive brainstorming will be
encouraged. [Richard A]
• In My Shoes: Incorporating the Student Perspective into Implementing
Instructional Strategies that Lead to Increased Student Engagement and
Retention (Wendy Finlayson, Mesa Public Schools Adult Education; Norma
Huerta): This interactive workshop gives participants a look at current research on
adult learning and student engagement and retention. Participants explore common
assumptions of both the teacher and student and how to be an effective facilitator
in the adult education classroom. They practice specific strategies for meeting
students’ needs and share ideas on incorporating the student perspective into the
classroom. [Richard B]
10:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Closing Session and Brunch (Dale Dougherty, founder and CEO of Maker Media, Inc.;
Jamahl Turner, student speaker) [Columbus]

STRONGER FAMILIES, STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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Words are precious and powerful.
The first five years of life are a magical time, when possibilities are endless
and every conversation is an opportunity to learn. Building vocabulary helps
improve brain development, and the more words children hear before
kindergarten, the more success they can achieve. That’s why PNC Grow Up
Great® is dedicated to helping prepare the youngest learners for great things
in school — and in life — with initiatives that open their minds to a wondrous
world of words.
Learn more at pncgrowupgreat.com.
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